WHERE TO FIND FUNDS FOR DISTRICT
PROGRESS MONITORING
In March 2017, the California Department of Education will publish California
School Dashboards for the first time. These web-based data dashboards will
show Local Education Agency (LEA), school, and subgroup performance
across a range of performance indicators. In the future, the data in the
dashboards will be used to identify LEAs that need technical assistance,
as required by the Local Control Funding Formula, and schools that need
support and improvement, as required by the Every Student Succeeds Act.
The state dashboards will publish lagging data, from the previous academic year or even earlier. This
presents a challenge for districts wanting to get ahead of this. What tools will your district use to monitor
progress against state indicators in real time, so you know you’re on track to meet state benchmarks?
Districts including Novato Unified and Alameda Unified are meeting this challenge using Schoolzilla’s
new district performance-management tool, Mosaic District Progress Monitoring. Mosaic District Progress
Monitoring provides a curated view of your district’s key performance indicators (KPIs) and goals in
real time. With Mosaic District Progress Monitoring, you can track progress on your district’s strategic
plan, monitor and improve performance on your state’s accountability system, and share progress with
your team, school board, and community. If your district is interested in a tool like this but is hoping for
additional financial support to make it happen, keep reading for some ideas for where to look.

Types of Funding Opportunities
Project Budgets
Many funders (including several referenced here) prefer to fund specific projects rather than general
operating expenses. It is likely that your district has undertaken specific projects aligned with your strategic
plan and performance goals, such as implementing programs for literacy, personalized learning, or career
and college readiness. Having access to real-time data on relevant metrics, such as student performance
on standards-based assessments or rates of core course failures among high school students, is essential
to your district’s ability to implement, monitor, and evaluate these projects. Therefore, you can and should
include the cost (or at least a portion of it) for a performance-management tool such as District Progress
Monitoring in your project budgets.
General Operating Budgets
Other funders specify that they are open to supporting mission-aligned organizations by providing
funding for general operating or capacity-building expenses. In these cases, a performance-management
tool is an excellent investment in developing the capacity of your district to meet its goals and operate
effectively and efficiently.
Following is a list of funding opportunities. Explore them to see whether your project or organization
matches their priorities. We have identified these funders for their focus on education and history of funding
schools and/or school districts.

Nationwide Opportunities
Albertsons Companies Foundation
The Albertsons Companies Foundation provides local organizations (including schools and districts) with
grants for youth and education projects in certain communities. Check the website to see whether the
foundation serves your community. Grants in California require an employee sponsor.
The Louis Calder Foundation
The Louis Calder Foundation funds the expansion or development of high-performing charter schools and
faith-based schools. To date, the foundation has funded schools in all regions of the United States.
Spencer Foundation
The Spencer Foundation is committed to supporting high-quality investigation of education through its
research programs. The foundation supports Research Practice Partnerships between school districts and
research institutions to examine problems of practice. These long-term partnership grants include funding
for research infrastructure, including the collection and cleaning of data and linking different data sets.
School districts that have participated in Research Practice Partnerships include Atlanta Public Schools,
Spokane Public Schools, the San Francisco Unified School District, and Jefferson County Public Schools.
U.S. Department of Education
The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and Improvement has issued a request for proposal
(RFP) for new, competitive grant competitions: the Education Innovation and Research (EIR) Competitions.
It designed these competitions “to generate and validate solutions to persistent educational challenges and
to support the expansion of effective solutions to serve more students.” Recipients must use funds from
this grant program to “create, develop, implement, replicate, or take to scale entrepreneurial, evidencebased, field-initiated innovations to improve student achievement and attainment of high-need students.”
They must also conduct a rigorous evaluation of their proposed innovations that uses valid and reliable
performance data, so they should include costs associated with this evaluation in their project budgets.
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
The educational focus of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation is on ages birth to eight. The Foundation awards
grants throughout the United States and prioritizes organizations serving MI, MS, NM, and New Orleans. The
foundation seeks to strengthen collaboration among schools, families, and communities through its grants.

State/Region-Specific Opportunities
Ahmanson Foundation
Education is one of the funding priorities for the Ahmanson Foundation, including technology and
infrastructure. It serves organizations in Los Angeles County.
California Education Technology K-12 Voucher Program:
Eligible school districts and charter schools in California can claim a technology voucher that they can use
for computer technology products and services from approved vendors, including Schoolzilla. The California
Department of Education (CDE) notified eligible districts and charters in November of 2016. Districts and
charters need to confirm their participation in the program by responding to the notice. Vouchers range
from $50–100 per student, and the CDE conditions eligibility on having at least 40 percent of students who
qualify for free or reduced lunch.

Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
The Parsons Foundation accepts letters of inquiry from organizations in Los Angeles County on a rolling basis.
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
The Silicon Valley Community Foundation is currently accepting applications from organizations (including
school districts) in San Mateo or Santa Clara Counties for two awards of up to $100,000 each for innovative
and effective work in advancing middle school students’ success in college and career readiness. The
foundation will publish additional grantmaking priorities in October 2017.
Weingart Foundation
The Weingart Foundation supports organizations serving low-income communities in Southern California
(in Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, and Ventura counties), with a designated
focus on Southeast Los Angeles County, Watts, Willowbrook, and the South LA Transit Empowerment Zone.
The foundation has a particular interest in advancing equity for underserved people and communities. It
awards unrestricted operating-support grants to strengthen organizational capacity and effectiveness.
W.M. Keck Foundation
The W.M. Keck Foundation funds “endeavors that are distinctive and novel in their approach” in Los Angeles
County. It does not fund routine institutional or general operating expenses.

